
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 The Cleveland Vegan Society 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Cleveland VegFest 2017 

Your Project Summary: The fourth Cleveland VegFest (CV) will be held in 2017 & be a fun & informative 

day using speakers, films, food demonstrations, music & children’s activities to educate the community 

about vegan living. Presentations will focus on the benefits of veganism on health, environment, animal 

rights & social justice. We will also involve local restaurants, businesses & nonprofits as exhibitors. CV is 

free & will take place at the Huntington Convention Center of Cleveland. We expect attendance of 8000. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This project demonstrates public benefit, particularly noticeable by the strength of the support 

materials. The PowerPoint let me see the event in action.  It would be helpful to provide more specific 

information about the arts and cultural professionals to be involved and how they are selected.  in the 

project goal the reference to arts and cultural presenters is a bit too general.  It may also be helpful to get 

arts and cultural organizations involved in the planning as they may bring resources that can contribute 

to the marketing/advertising and growth of the event. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This proposal doesn't meet the funding criteria. The main problem I found with this proposal 

was that it lacked the ability to connect the goals of the CV festival with its culture and arts programs. The 

proposal fails to establish any specific activities to be presented other than saying that it will present 

movies and music: what films are you planning to present? how are they selected? What music programs 

will be represented on the stage? What artists will participate or are being considered? What is the criteria 

for artists selection? What target audience? Any programmatic activities for young or adults? The same 

problem happened in the budget worksheet of the application, where it lacked the same level of detail 

and specificity. This sounds like a great festival but fails to meet the criteria for artistic vibrancy and public 

benefit. Therefore, the proposal doesn't meet the criteria for CAC funding. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: There is great benefit in the experience and information offered at the VegFest, and for certain, 

inspiration. Organizational capacity is clearly growing with each year, as is the audience reached through 

the festival. There is an element of programmatic sustainability lacking that renders this application a 

"somewhat" for me. In order for it to be a "yes," CAC funding could be purposed to provide programming 

to the immediate community outside of the 1-day festival rather than to support the massive single event. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. By combining vegan living with arts and culture, 

this event will create a tangible public benefit for the community. I like that you have chosen to weave 

arts and culture in with a more science/nature-themed public event. It's an innovative idea that could 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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really bring unity to your community. The increased popularity of VegFest over the last five years shows 

that the organization has the capacity and ability to expand the event and carry out their plans as 

described in this proposal. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: The applicant does not clearly demonstrate an understanding of their community or connect 

how that knowledge has driven the project. Additionally, the project does not demonstrate an 

engagement of qualified and diverse arts or cultural professionals. The applicant's project goal provides 

valuable context -- making it clear what the attendee increase will look like. However, the project is 

emphasized as an event for all (and as something that is free and open to the public it is for all), how has 

its changed what they consider their community and how does this drive their project? I was looking for 

demonstration of community knowledge and how working with them in order to confirm that the 

applicant provides exceptional public benefit. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


